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anchored again behind Drake's Island in the Sound.
But presently the Queen's own message came,
commanding him to an audience at which, she
said, she would be pleased to view some of the
curiosities he had brought from foreign parts.
Straight on that hint he started up to town with
spices, diamonds, pearls, and gold enough to win
any woman's pardon and consent.

The audience lasted six hours. Meanwhile
the Council sat without any of Drake's supporters
and ordered all the treasure to be impounded in
the Tower. But Leicester, Walsingham, and Hat-
ton, all members of Drake's syndicate, refused to
sign; while Elizabeth herself, the managing di-
rector, suspended the order till her further pleasure
should be known. The Spanish ambassador * did
burn with passion against Drake. * The Council was
distractingly divided. The London merchants
trembled for their fleet. But Elizabeth was
determined that the blow to Philip should hurt
him as much as it could without producing an
immediate war; while down among Drake's own
West-Countrymen 'the case was clear in sea
divinitie,' as similar cases had often been before.
Tremayne, a Devonshire magistrate and friend
of the syndicate, could hardly find words to express